Glossary of Terms

Chipko Movement -- In India there is an ancient legend about a girl, Amrita Devi, who died trying to protect the trees that surrounded her village. The story recounts a time when the local Maharajah’s tree cutters arrived to cut the villager’s trees for wood for his new fortress. Amrita, with others, jumped in front of the trees and hugged them. 

Echocardiogram -- ("echo") A graphic outline of the heart's movement, valves and chambers.
Electrocardiogram  (EKG) -- A recording of the electric currents generated by the heart to examine the activity of the heart muscle and help identify cardiac irregularities. Electrodes  measures how your heart works

Heart Port Technique – A surgical technique to enter the thoracic cavity through the ribs.  (Intercostal technique) instead of having to cut the sternum.

Neem Tree --A cornerstone of the Ayurvedic tradition, neem was known as sarva roga nivarin or "healer of all ailments" in prehistoric India. Today, in tropical regions around the world, neem is often called "the village pharmacy."

Prothrombin time (PT; Pro-time) -- This is a test that measures the clotting time of plasma (the liquid portion of the blood).  The normal range is 11 to 13.5 seconds.  For a person on full anticoagulant therapy, the PT should be 2 to 3 times the laboratory "control" value.

Sternotomy – Opening the chest by cutting the sternum.

Transesophageal echocardiogram (TEE) --During the transesophageal echocardiogram (TEE) test, an ultrasound transducer (which produces high frequency sound waves) provides pictures of the heart's valves and chambers and helps the physician evaluate the pumping action of the heart.  The ultrasound transducer is positioned on an endoscope (a long, thin, flexible instrument about 1/2 inch in diameter). The endoscope is placed into your mouth and passed into your esophagus (the "food pipe" leading from your mouth into your stomach) to provide a close look at your heart's valves and chambers without interference from the ribs or lungs.

TEE is often combined with Doppler ultrasound and color Doppler to evaluate blood flow across the heart’s valves. TEE is often used when the results from standard echo studies were not sufficient or when your doctor wants a closer look at your heart.

Your doctor uses the TEE to:

· Assess the overall function of your heart's chambers and valves 

· Determine the presence of many types of heart disease (such as valvular heart disease, myocardial disease, pericardial disease, cardiac masses and congenital heart disease) 

· Evaluate the effectiveness of medical or surgical treatments 

Evaluate abnormalities of the left atrium

